XXIV                                      APPENDIX.

versy, with any unkindly feeling or discourteous expression
on my part. Allow me, therefore, in conclusion, to assure
you, as I can with perfect truth, that widely as we differ
on the privileges and the duties appertaining to an Editor,
that difference does not prevent me from recognising and
respecting your high attainments, your unwearied indus-
try, and the valuable service which, in many of your notes
and illustrations, you have rendered to the cause of historic
truth.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,
Your very obedient Servant,

MAHON.
Chevemng, Kent>
August, 1852.

Since this pamphlet first appeared, and in consequence
of the controversies in which it bears a part, Mr. William
Reed, with great judgment and propriety, resolved to pub-
lish, word for word, and syllable for syllable, from the MSS.
the correspondence addressed to his ancestor by Wash-
ington, retaining even the errors in the spelling and noting
in the margin whatever alterations Mr. Sparks has made.
Of that work as now before me (Philadelphia, 1852) any
reader will be able for himself to decide whether it fails to
confirm to the fullest extent the allegations of supposed
"embellishments" which I thought it right to make. On
the other hand, it completely exonerates Mr. Sparks from
the second and last instance of the "additions" which I
had imputed, in the letter namely of Dec. 15. 1775, where
the substitution of "I cannot say that I am sorry" for
" I can only say that I am sorry" was, it now appears,
made by accident in the biography of Reed, and is not,
borne out by the MS. original.

There has also appeared in America another pamphlet
by Mr. Sparks (dated Cambridge, October 25. 1852), as
an answer to mine. Into the general argument I do not
propose to enter again. I will only observe that in one
place (p. 39.) Mr. Sparks distinctly denies having sup-
pressed any letter or passage which showed that Wash-